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EPA REG ON 3 ENVI RO_BYTES

A Wap_Up of Issues & Events in EPA*s M d_Atlantic Region
April 21, 2000

Cust oner Service Hotline 1-800- 438- 2474

Busi ness Assi stance Hotline 1- 800-228-8711

Superfund Hotline 1- 800- 553- 2509

I nt ernet Address: http://ww. epa. gov/ regi on03

***********************************************************'_b.ppy Earth

Day! Wel come back to EnviroBytes after a short break to update our
conputer systens. |If you are reading EnviroBytes as a hard copy or on the
Internet and would like to receive it regularly by e _mail, do the
fol |l owi ng:

1) send a nessage to
listserver@nixmail.rtpnc. epa. gov

2) the subject may be anything

3) type in the body of the message:
subscri be usepar3news (your nane)
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PHI LADELPHI A MAYOR CALMS FEARS FOR 400 AT TOWN MEETI NG

Phi | adel phi a Mayor John Street met wi th 400 nenbers of the Eastw ck
community to address several of their concerns, including those about
potential contam nation coming fromthe nearby C earview Landfill

Resi dents are worried that Hurricane Floyd has spread | andfill

contam nation onto their streets and properties. The O earview Landfil

is one of many contam nati on sources that are part of the greater
Superfund site known as the Lower Darby Creek Area. Mayor Street pron sed
to coordinate with EPA and the state*s Departnent of Environmental
Protection to address the conmunity*s concerns.

PEPCO O L SPILL CLEANUP ON TRACK

Ext ensi ve cl eanup continues at the Pepco oil spill which occurred in
Swanson Creek, a tributary of the Patuxent River in Southern Maryl and
More than 700 cl eanup workers are on the scene, on water, on shorelines
and in marsh |lands. A public nmeeting held on Wednesday evening, April 12,
was attended by an estinmated 350 people and was chaired throughout by US
Congressman Steny Hoyer. Regional Administrator Brad Canpbell spoke for
EPA.

EPA ASKS COURT TO LI FT STAY ON NOX SI P CALL

On April 11, EPA asked the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit to
lift the stay on the agency*s rule for reducing the interstate transport
of snpg-causi ng em ssions nitrogen oxi des (NOx). EPA*s request is
designed to inplement the March 3, 2000 ruling by the Court that upheld
the NOx SIP Call rule. EPA asked the Federal Court to end the stay of the
date by which states are required to submt their State | nplenmentation
Plans or SIPs. |If the Court grants EPA*s request and lifts the stay, the
pl ans woul d be due Septenber 1, 2000 and all affected states will have to
i mpl ement pol lution control nmeasures to reduce their NOx em ssions by My
1, 2003. The NOx SIP Call rule will be essential to help the states neet
the 1-hour ozone standard.

GOOD NEWS FROM POWNER PLANTS IN VIRG NI A

Dom ni on Generation,a Virginia Power operator, has announced that it wll
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shut down the Possum Point coal-fired units in Northern Virginia and
replace themwith efficient clean conbined cycle gas-fired turbines. This
voluntary effort will result in emnissions reductions of over 4,000 tons
per year of nitrogen oxides (NOx) by the year 2003. The source will be
able to profit from approximately 40 percent of the em ssion reductions
under the NOx SIP Call trading program

EPA APPROVES ALLEGHENY COUNTY*S MEDI CAL WASTE CONTRCLS

On April 7, the Federal Register announced Region Il1*s approval of the

Al | egheny County, PA plan for controlling air pollution em ssions from

exi sting medi cal waste incinerators. This approval fulfills part of a

nati onwi de requirenment, under the provisions of Sections 111(d) and 129 of
the Clean Air Act, to significantly reduce nedical waste enissions of
organi cs (dioxins/furans), carbon nonoxide, netals (cadm um | ead,
nercury, particulate matter), opacity, and acid gases (hydrogen chloride
sul phur di oxi de, and nitrogen oxides). Also, this is the first HMW
111(d)/ 129 plan approval in Region Ill. Nationw de nine plans have now
been approved, and approxi mately 42 others are now in various stages of
submittal to EPA and review. There are at |east three known facilities in
Pittsburgh that will be subject to the plan.

TOMNSHI P SUPERVI SORS HEAR ABOUT ENERGY SAVI NGS

The Pennsyl vani a State Associati on of Townshi p Supervi sors requested a

wor kshop on Energy Efficiency at their Annual Convention April 9 - 11 at

t he Hershey Convention Center. The Investing in Energy Efficiency Wrkshop
was geared toward hel ping facility managers, finance nanagers, and
conptrollers to better understand how t he EPA*s Energy Star Progranms can
hel p them save noney and hel p the | ocal environment and econony.

BROWNFI ELDS CLEANUP BI LL W NS PASSAGE I N MD

A bill that will make it easier to redevel op brownfields won final passage
in the General Assenbly |ast weekend. The legislationis a victory for
Bal ti nore and state economic devel opment officials, who said the state's
three-year-old brownfields | aw needed to be liberalized so nore industrial
sites can be cleaned up. The neasure goes to the governor for his
expected signature.

YO NO DUMPI NG, DRAINS TO RI VER

This Earth Day nessage is being stenciled on stormdrains throughout the
Phi | adel phia area. Dozens of volunteers will be deployed throughout a
t wo- week period around Earth Day arned with stencils and spray paint.

VI RG NI A BEACH KI DS GET PREZ AWARD FOR Rl VER PRQJECT

Students from Kenp Landi ng Magnet School in Virginia Beach won the
Presidential Environmental Youth Award and attended a cerenony to honor
themat the O d Executive Ofice Building in Washi ngton, D.C. The students
studied pollution in the Elizabeth River, and organi zed a water nonitoring
program by student vol unteers.

FOUR REG ON 3 AREAS GET ADDI TI ONAL BROWNFI ELDS MONEY

Four areas in Region 3 were awarded suppl enmental brownfiel ds grants.
These areas already received initial grants, and the supplenmentals wll
hel p reci pi ents continue and expand their projects. Philadel phia, Bucks
County, Pa., Shenandoah, Va.; and Northanpton County, Va. received the
grants.
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BEACH CONDI TIONS | N REAL TI ME ON V\EB

EPA Region 3 is leading a pilot initiative for the nati onal BEACHES
programto post tine_rel evant beach water quality information on the
Internet. This project will benefit Region Il while also |aying the
groundwork for efforts nationw de.

EPA TEACHES LAB ASSESSORS COURSE

The OFfice of Analytical Services and Quality Assurance hosted the first
Nat i onal Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Conference | aboratory
assessors training. The dobal Institute of Environmental Scientists
facilitated the pilot offering of the basic assessor training course for
38 representatives fromthe follow ng accrediting authorities: New York
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Kansas, Florida, New Hanpshire, Utah, and

Col orado. These states represent over half of the accrediting authorities
nati onwi de. The course concluded with participants conpleting a two_hour
examto certify themas | aboratory assessors

POSTER CONTEST W NNERS APPEAR ON CALENDAR & ADS

The 16 winners of the *C ean Water Begins and Ends with You* poster
contest in Philadel phia were honored at a tel evised cerenony April 6. The
Wi nners* posters withe a stormwater run-off prevention theme will be
featured on a cal endar and a bus billboard ad campaign. The wi nners

recei ved $50-$100 gift certificates fromK-Mart, World of Science, Borders
Book Store and free passes to the New Jersey State Aquarium  Sponsors of
the contest were the Partnership for the Del aware Estuary, the

Phi | adel phi a Water Department, the Pennsyl vani a Coastal Zone Managenent
Program SEPTA, Eller Media, DURON Paints and the New Jersey State
Aquarium

END
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